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Liberalism and Conservatism
Introduction
Liberalism and conservatism; what is the perspective of each of these two ideologies regarding the dominant role player in the society? Is it the state or market forces? Liberalism is a political and ethical ideology that advocates for autonomy and fairness. This ideology can be drawn back to John Locke, a professor of Philosophy and a political theories developer from England in the 17th century. His Two Treatises of Government is regarded as the primary exhibition of liberalism. On the other hand, conservatism is a traditionalist ideology that advocates for the free endeavor, socially conservative ideas, and private ownership. The ideology developed as a distinctive political attitude in the latter stages of the 18th century in response to the mayhems of the French revolution. Conservatism was a forceful rejection of the liberal ideologies brought about by the French revolution. The conservative groups seeking to restore their pre-revolutionary traditions hold a government as the servant and not the master of life.
This paper seeks to discuss the two political ideologies and provide answers to the questions; which state or the market does each ideology believe should play the dominant role in society and why? Are there any major similarities or differences between the two ideologies? Also, the essay will seek to illustrate the relevance between them concerning the market and state by viewing each ideology’s perspective on the matter. Both ideologies have an objective of developing or leading the society for the better but they differ in the approaches of doing this.
Fundamental Beliefs
Principles and theories
Liberalism comes in a variety of forms which are limited to the predominance of people’s liberty. Generally, it entails the two concepts of liberty and individualism. These two principles are universal and are held by the ideas that all people on the globe have an innate sense of moral fairness just by the virtue of being human (Mehta). With these ideas, another concept is incorporated in the liberalism ideology, pluralism that obliges the moral equality of individuals to commit to the tolerance of personalities diversity, culture, and beliefs.
The principle of conservatism is based on the concept of experience rather than reason as observed in liberalism. It gives the notion that the practical and the ideal go hand in hand. Conservatives always criticize other political ideologies for exaggerating the supremacy of theoretical reason and human perfectibility (Office). A number of philosophers term conservatism as a contemporary political ideology despite the fact that it stresses on authority rather than human freedom. 
State Role
In spite of the divergent theories of the two ideologies, each of them has an important perspective about the state in the betterment of the society. They were not developed self-consciously under any specified rubric for ideology classification but rather were developed as a theory of the government and the society. They were intended to be used as a contribution to a debate that was not aware of any political philosophy and in which all people with logical reasoning at the time were interested.
In a liberal society, the state has a minimal role to play in providing absolute liberty to its citizens. This role is in regards to political freedom and beliefs, free expression of one’s thoughts and the overall fairness in all dimensions of life without influence by those in power (Gilpin). The state influence is restricted to the establishment of a constitution, respect of law, and a judicial system devoid of vested influence. In fact, the state is regarded as the chief adversary of Liberalism. This idea is due to its common tendency to intrude on the privacy and rights of its residents.
In a conservative society, the state is the authority that determines any course of action for all of its members, an ideology that has been greatly opposed by the extensively liberalized people in the universe. The liberty of each individual is ordered and tied to social institutions; family units, religious groups, charitable organizations, local government and the state (Mehta). The triumph of individuals is tied to a health operation of these institutions which prepare people for a liable exercise of liberty and execution of their duties as citizens. The ideology advocates for state intervention to promote a healthy society.
Equality between Individuals
In a liberal society, the definition of equality entails equal employment opportunities, wealth distribution. Instead of relying on aid, liberals believe that the state should be upbeat in its bid to achieve equality among its citizens through economic revolution, equal healthcare, and political liberty. For conservatives, their perspective on human nature makes them oppose social and economic equality (Peters). The argument is that the genetic diversity of individuals predisposes them to varied talent and ability and unequal economic and social outcome in effect. This is the generally accepted perspective on equality unless a state limits the liberty of talented people to turn these abilities to the benefit of all its citizens
Economic Perspective of the Two Ideologies
Market System & Relationship between Market and State
Both ideologies advocate for a free market devoid of government influence but the perspective is different for each ideology. In liberalism, the human ability to reason allows people to generate unstructured markets. Such markets are natural and should be free and this generates true prices of goods and services. This approach prevents people against exploitation (McNaughton). For such a liberal market system to succeed, the state should avoid intrusion in the market. Its only job is to ensure fair competition and enhance social trust (Winters). To maintain the relevancy of these free markets, the state shields them from negative external influence.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The ideal market system of conservatism does not rely on human reason. In this case, free markets are hypothetical, well-thought strategies created and regulated by the government. The absence of state intervention guarantees cessation of the free market (Habermas). Under such perspective, the free markets are regulated by the state authorities for them to remain in function.
Government Role in the Market Systems and Economics of the Society
The ideology of liberalism advises the federal and state government to intervene through the imposition of relatively huge taxes. Fairness is achieved through imposing the tax burden, primarily on the rich (McNaughton). The liberals defend this principle using a philosophy of capacity to pay. With regard to the market structure, the liberals believe the government is best positioned to correct market failures. Issues of fairness are held more important than economic efficiency (Winters). With this argument, liberals are accused of being self-seeking when they want state benefits to be paid by a select group.
Conservatives advocate for smaller taxes for all individuals. They believe that the tax burden should be disseminated across all individuals with varied income levels. The justification for this is the progressivity of tax rates as the income level increases (Mehta). Conservatives tend to think that failures in the market structure are relatively inconsequential or the state authorities are ineffective in handling them. They favor lesser state and wellbeing programs and less distribution of wealth, and this makes them be accused of being unconcerned with fairness and justice as compared to the liberals (Habermas). Their response is that all individuals are exposed to relatively equal opportunities and it is not the responsibility of the state or federal government to avail such opportunities.
Similarities and Difference of the Two Ideologies
Similarities
The two ideologies accept that hierarchies as the organizing principle of the society. Though their approach to this is divergent, the principle in itself allows them to recognize and accept higher powers (Mehta). For example, liberals support union power but reject religious power while the conservatives do the opposite.
They both believe in limitless economic development and neo-liberalism. The peculiar belief of the importance of economic development dominates discussion about economic news for the reason that both conservatives and liberals have a steadfast faith in neo-liberalism. 
They also believe in the existence of equal opportunities in life. Apparently, the approach to this equality is divergent. Liberals believe that the government should intervene for the achievement of equality while for conservatives, personal responsibility, restricted state interventions, individual autonomy, and conventional American morals are what promote equality. 
Differences
The two ideologies have a different perspective regarding human nature. Liberals tend to have to have a more trusted outlook of the human nature. They propose that with nurturing and motivation, individuals can gravitate into levels of perfectionism (Mehta). Freedom of expression is a supreme value as compared to the societal morals imposed by the principal traditions. On the other hand, in conservatism, the perspective of human nature is a dark one. Conforming to the dominant traditions and the accepted societal laws is a supreme value with the rules viewed in extremities, right or wrong terms.
With regard to a government role in the society, conservatives prefer smaller governments and limited regulation most of the state services are availed by the private segment in a free market. Liberals advocate for more regulation and services by the government to all individuals.
Conclusion
The two ideologies have divergent but important perspectives on social, political, and economic dimensions as observed in the paper. Their intention is to promote a peaceful and an economically successful society. But with the evaluation of the two ideologies, Conservatism is the best positioned in its principle applications to the society. It supports active involvement of the state and not the market in controlling the society. Market forces are dynamic and unpredictable and thus cannot be allowed to be the ultimate controller of the society. Conservatism also advocates for state control of the market to prevent private and external exploitation.
 People must be aware of high authorities in the state and bear responsibilities of any of their deeds, something that liberalism fails to support. Despite the liberals advocating for equality, Conservatives show how unrealistic this is in the fact that we all have different talents and abilities and these cannot be harmonized to achieve the equality that the  liberalism advocate for. Allowing everyone to do what he/she wants as supported by the liberals can have serious implications on the peace of the society and thus such an ideology cannot do any good to the society. The principles and theories of conservatism are the best to be put into practice in American society.
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